FLIGHT

Inthe yeor 1845, B.25% people weore buried in Glasgow, Twe vears loter, that number
had incrensed dromatically o 18,889. In 1845 blight [phytophthoro infestons) decimated
Ihe potato crep inlreland ond in 18448 the some thing hoppened ogoin, this lime alse
offecting the Highlands and Islands of Scetland. Alhsugh the blight abated temporarily
in 1847, so lisle seed had been planted that year that the yield was meagre. In shod,
widespraod darvation meant that mony theusands of migrants arived in Glosgow frem
Irelond For several years abor 1845, Atthe peok of summer 1847 wp to 10,000 Irish
pesple anived in some weeks, The condifion of these arriving was often wrelched, People
were malnowished ond diseosed ond hed life or no money with which to provide feod
and shelter lor themsahees. Those whe could offord it quickly made for Liverpool and then
Amaerica, The poor begged ond threw themsobwes upon the charity of the Catholic Church,
The clergy did everything they could lo assist, severol prieshs in Glasgow died of diseose
in the precess, but they could not averd the mortality crisis that more than dowbled the city's
buriad shalistic within bwo years.

Ireland & the anly country in Wiestern Evrape wheve the populotion today is less thon it

was pricd 1o 18435, In the spoce of soven yeors, one million poople died ond more than thot
number emigrated, In the aftermath of the foming people continued B loove Irgland mainky
for Morth Americo, but mony mode their way ko Scolland, Trogically there was food aplenty
in Iredand duding the faming, so much so thal moss exparts ks Englond of cergal crops and
livesiock continued throughout the crisis. Governments in other offected countries stopped
food exports and lemporarily banned distillolon of spidits from grain, The faissdez foire
Waoslminstor government was however relucton! to intorvone, Government schomes

did estoblish femporany work progrommes ond soup kilchens, bul these wene dropped o3
now lows were possed switching responsibility for fomine relief from government to locol
londewners, Althowgh Britain was the richest country in the world at the ime, the gevermment
wffectively washed s hands of the problem of i own starving citizens. Landlords ware
wewilling or unable e meet the cost of Famine relief ot o Bme when rental income was
collapsing. Thay reserted fo mass evictions, and in some coses assisted migralions, ko rid
ihemsohes of thelr impoverished tenants. Waorkhouses, the last resort of the poor, become
vaslly evercrowded breeding grounds fer lamine related diseases. Evan in the more
industrialised wbaon contres of Bolfast and Dublin poor pecple, Cotholic ond Protestant alike,
slarved to death.

Whan the Irish frst arrived in the Waesl of Scotland the economy wat relatively slagnani.
There was significant spposition amongs! the local papulation lo the sudden and

continuing aetival of poar hungry Irish folk compating for foad, shaller and emplaymant.
Scottish nowipapars of the fime wera blatanty racist loward the lrish, helping ko inflamae

an already hodile environment. Things changed for the better after 1848 when the pace

of induskialisaBon in the condral bolt quickened, assisted by s rich local cool doposits.
Glasgow Rourished and staked ik claim lo be the weecond city of the Empire”. Irish immigrants
played their pert in laying Scofland’s rail nobwerk, in lerally building the Viclorien city of
Glavgow thatwa know loday, and in consiructing the grest pipaline that inally secured the

city’s frash water supply from Loch Kaking in the Trouachs. Within o fow goneraions the
Iish becomae infegrated inlo Scoltish sacioty but it has abvays been o bwo way eel. People
were on lhe move babesan loland and Scolland bofore borders were established. Famidy
connections and poldicel developments ensure that the process of obb ond Row confinues lo
this day.

Thete are theee famine memorials in the Wt of Scotland, all established during the bwanty
first contury: a Celtic cross ol Carfin Grotto, an uplurned boat on Glasgow Green, and o
stahue of suflering vickims of An Gorta Mér oulside 51 Mary's Church on Abercrombie Steet
in Glasgew. Thase wymbelic memorials provide dedicated spaces where we can reflact on
the history of the Great Famine. For people with lrish or Gaelic heritage, there we can also
mourn lhe greal losses of our ancestors and the legocy of those losses. But remembering and
maounning, healing even, are nol enough. The wreckage of the past is piling high behind us 0y
"progress’ rushes us Forward, Honouring the victims of An Gorio Mdr requices leaming from
ihe pod ond applying those lessons to the challenges of loday,

Moo people ore in light todoy thon ever bofore, 281 millon people now live cutside the
Wunll}rq-flhq-ir birth, Wiar, F-l;lminu., climate :hgnﬂq and grobosgue frruquu!':l':,r ane all dr'm'ng
peoply lo risk porilous joumoys in the hope of Botter lives olsewhere, Bothor thon welcome
refugees the West often criminalises or repeds them, bullding walls and urning bock vessels ot
s09, The lofest lochic i oubourcing, I aslum seokers anive without prics approval in the UK,
ofien from countios proviously occupied by Britain, the government’s curent plan is ko send
them o Rwanda, In the frst three months of the Russian invasion of Ukmaine, Britain welcomed
ng loss thon 0,000 Ukrainion refugees, The fact they werne white Europeons meant they
e Ireated vory differently than their countorports from coundries in the Middle-Eash, Africo
and Asio, This ropid accommodation proved whal s possible in o relotively wealthy country
of more than &7 millizn people when racism is not in ploy and humaonitarionism overcomes
sulfizh economic intaras,

Immigration hes long been a jugular issue in British pelifics due to the couniny’s ongoing
legacy of imperialism ond the rocism thot underping B, Many citizens of Brilain’s Former
colonies see Britain os theirnolural migratory destination. Unfil the 1962 Commenwealth
Immigration Acl, oll Commomeoalth citizons had on ovlomalic right ke soitle in the UK, Since
then, beth Labour and Canservative parties hove vied with one ancther in possing ever more
restrichive anli-immigrand legislation. ln the woke of Broxit, the 2022 Mationality ond Bordors
Act sels o now slandard in the inhumane reaiment of people secking refuge. This legislation
should be resisied by ony moons necessary ond Wlimately overturned, We should weolcome
refuegoos po mattor how thoy orrive ond pover succumb ko domands that we sond people,
agains their will, fe counties whe hove boon paid ko recoive thom like humen carge.
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FRAMK MCELHIMNEY

Frank MzElbinney i o visual st based in Scoffond. Sclo exhabations includs Eist ol the Regional
Culhmal Cantre, LeRarkeny, Donegal, linband,; and group exhibsticns Scotland Smallf ot tha Ryl
Seemih Acodery, Edinbuighy fewprossion Reavaing, of the Finsich Musaue of Phatogrophy, Holsink,
o part ofthe Finnish Darkeooen Fastival [both 2022), His onling axhibiticn Only for Freadom was
wippared by Sireet Lavel Photowgrks in 2020 ond marked the begmning of regular sodios of coling
actraiies acros The Covid lododowns and various resfichions. In 2018, Postoords from Scotland v
prroducad with Siaet Level Phatowerks i o digital shas and presanted af the MIDA Insernational
Phatogrophy Sympasmen in Lithuonia ond o3 pan of Lo Nuir de Ninslost, in poetnership with the Conire
of Photogeaphy Mariodle. Ho was the First Prize recipient of the 2014 Jill Todd Photegraphic Award
ond v else one of the exhibiling amists in Tobulo Roso, ietations of whichwere exhibited o1 Kaunos
Fhotography Golery {IT) and of Stioet Level Photeworks. His wodk extendsto public engaogement
activty aidund varces techaigqeet and themes within his woik, such a0 solangeephy, psshole and

kite aadial phatagraphy. All the wark in Flightwas made between Fate 2009 - July 2003 and was
pradused by the artistin the darkrocem and Fagiliies a1 Streat Leval Photowsrks
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